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B. CANBERRA 7668 

£ INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFERENCE A IS SIMILAR TO 
THAT REPORTED IN REFERENCE B. IT IS CLEAR THAT GOA AND 
PNG OFFICIALS ARE NOT PREPARED TO PURSUE THIS MATTER AND 
THAT ANY FURTHER EFFORT ON OUR PART TO URGE THEM TO DO SO 
WOULD BE UNAVAILING AND POSSIBLY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 

2. THE EBASSY HAS REVIEWED THIS MATTER WITH DFA AT ALL 
LEVELS ON REPEATED OCCASIONS, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NEVER HELD 
OUT TO MR. WELLER THE POSSIBILITY THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO 
RESOLVE IT TO HIS ENTIRE SATISFACTION. 

3. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A NUMBER OF LETTERS FROM MR. 
WELLER ON THIS INCIDENT. THERE APPEARS TO BE VIRTUALLY NO 
POSSIBILITY THAT ANY REPORT ON THIS INCIDENT AND ON THE WAY 
IN WHICH IT WAS HANDLED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN PNG 
WOULD SATISFY HIM. 

4. WELLER WROTE A LONG LETTER TO THE AMBASSADOR DEC 2. SET- 
TING OUT HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH HIS TREATMENT BY THE PNG 
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THE AMBASSADOR'S REPLY OF DEC 20 FOLLOW: 

QTE: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF DECEMBER 2, 1974, WITH 
FURTHER REFERENCE TO THE PROBLEMS WHICH YOU ENCOUNTERED IN 
BUKA ON DECEMBER 21, 1973. 1 DEEPLY REGRET ALL YOUR TRA 
VAILS AND ANGUISH AND I WISH THERE WERE SOME WAY THE ISSUE 
COULD BE RESOLVED TO YOUR SATISFACTION. YOU KNOW ALL THE 
EFFORTS WE HAVE MADE, INCLUDING MOST RECENTLY SOME TALKS 
WE HAD AT HIGH LEVELS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
IN CANBERRA. BUT IN THE VIEW OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 
THE BUKA AREA, YOU WERE ACCORDED A HEARING AND A JUDGEMENT 
WAS MADE BY THE AUTHORITIES. THIS JUDGEMENT IS RESPECTED 
BY THE AUSTRALIANS AS WELL. 

I CAN ONLY CONLUDE FROM ALL THESE EVENTS THAT THERE IS 
LITTLE HOPE OF OBTAINING GREATER SATISFACTION THAN HAS AL- 
READY BEEN ACCORDED TO YOU, HOWEVER INADEQUATE YOU JUDGE 
THIS TO BE. END QTE. 

GREEN 
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